AT  THE   COURT   THEATRE
the occasion is certainly one of the most important in Ellen Terry's career as an actress. W. G. Wills wrote many plays and made many adaptations, but he failed to prove himself either a great poet or a great dramatist. In " Olivia," however, he gave us of his best, and his best was undoubtedly very good. If " Olivia" cannot be considered a fine play, it is certainly a delightful one, touched, as it is, here and there with genuine poetic feeling. The writing of parts for particular players is not a business of which anybody who really cares for plays of serious interest and fine literary quality can approve, but if a part was to be specially written for Ellen Terry at all, it is hardly conceivable that one more suited to her gifts than Olivia should have been produced. Olivia is by no means the most important of Ellen Terry's impersonations, but I question whether it is not the most charming of them. The Olivia drawn by Wills is more than realized. For once it is fair, in speaking of an interpretation, to